Does sublaminar wiring produce spinal stenosis?
Sublaminar wiring provides strong and effective fixation of the scoliotic or unstable spine, but its long-term effects on the spinal canal remain unknown. An animal model was developed to observe these effects on the growth and development of the immature spine over a two-year period. Laminar overgrowth occurred both longitudinally to produce a kyphoscoliosis and in the transverse plane to cause significant laminar thickening and growth into the spinal canal. However, the cross-sectional area of the spinal canal was not significantly compromised.